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…linking the Beacon Parishes during the lockdown
Sunday 19th April 2020 -  2nd Sunday  of Easter
All public worship is 
suspended and due to government lockdown regulations  our churches  remain locked for the time being.
Not-the-Rector…

There was a time when we went to church on Easter morning to hear the story of the Resurrection and the appearance of Jesus in the garden and then returned later in the day for Festal Evensong. At that second service we heard the story of the appearance of Jesus to the disciples in the locked Upper Room on the evening of the first Easter Day. It is probably fair to say that the story which has always caught our imaginations is the appearance to Mary Magdalene in the garden, with its overtones of hope and new life.  We have been less prepared to reflect on fear and locked rooms at Easter…

Today’s Gospel recounts the sequel a week later to that  first appearance in the Upper Room; the one which Thomas missed -  this time he is present . Once again the doors are locked and in our present situation we can identify more with the disciples in lockdown than we ever have before. We are better placed to empathise with their fear as we lockdown to protect ourselves from coronovirus. And that’s not all we – today’s disciples – have in common with those first century disciples. Their hope and encouragement was in the Lord, present with them then, as he is with us now. 

Many of you are lighting your candles at 6.30pm each evening to join in prayer – let that flame be your visible symbol of the presence of the risen Christ with us, as the Easter Candle would be if we were able to gather in church at this time. 
And remember – the disciples threw off their fears and came out of lockdown at Pentecost. So may it be for us. Alleluia!
Revd. Andrew
Readings for the 2nd Sunday of Easter
Collect:
Risen Christ,
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,
that we may seek the good of others
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.
Psalm 16
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.’
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
their drink-offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips. 
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage. 
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure. 
For you do not give me up to Sheol,
or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.
The Gospel according to John 20.19-31


When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Jesus’ first words to his disciples are “Peace be with you.” In what ways do we find peace and bring peace to the world at this time?
Nothing was the same for the disciples after the crucifixion and resurrection. How can we be preparing for our role as Christians in the different world which will emerge for us  after this virus subsides?
 Joining in Worship

 
Opportunities to share in worship on Sunday morning are:
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
Radio 4 8.10am Sunday Worship
BBC1  10.00am Sunday Worship
BBC1  1.15pm   Songs of Praise 
Daily, across our parishes, you may wish to continue our time of prayer together at 6.30pm by lighting a candle, saying the Lord’s Prayer and praying for all those who are in need especially those affected by Covid19. 
Weekly on a Thursday morning at 9.30am a small group from Sheepscombe continue to meet at a distance by praying a form of Morning Prayer in their homes. If you would like to join them and would like a copy of the service sheet please email Margaret Todd matodd2016@gmail.com
On line resources to join in Morning prayer etc:
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsBelvedere/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/greenwaychurches/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
Weekdays: 9.45am Daily Service - Radio 4 (Long Wave)
                  3.30pm Wednesday Choral Evensong - Radio 3
Beacon People 
It is with great sadness that we record the death from coronovirus of Marjorie Bettley, Pitchcombe’s longserving organist. Marjorie only retired from her long and faithful service on the organ bench a few months ago at the age of 98. Her example of faith and worship was an inspiration to many and it seems appropriate that she entered into glory  on Easter Day. Our sympathy goes to her sons Julian and Andrew in their loss. We thank God for her life, which we shall celebrate when we are able to meet together to do so. May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
· Our prayers are asked for all who are sick, especially  Ursula Daws, William Daws, Andrea Linsell, George Martin, Peter Minall , Ken Morgan, Michael and Jean Ward. 
· At this time we pray for all suffering with coronovirus and those who are treating them, remembering especially all from our churches and villages who work in the NHS and  for all those people, whether they are relatives or friends, who care for the sick and disabled in their own homes. 
· Pray for all who are living through this lockdown in circumstances less fortunate than ours – those who have no gardens and families in small flats; those who have no home.
· We also remember before God all who have died recently, especially Marjorie Bettley, as well as all whose anniversaries of death fall at this time.  
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Sources of help during the lockdown:
St. Mary’s Pastoral Link system: Anyone who is self-isolating or unable to get out, we can help you by getting shopping, prescriptions etc.  Please contact Delyth Allen (St. Mary’s Pastoral Link Coordinator) on 813182 or 07854262517 or email  delyth_allen@hotmail.co.uk
Painswick COVID-19 Community Support: If you need support, please contact 07956 203087 or painswick.covid19@gmail.com
Notices
PSALMS has taken the difficult decision to furlough some of its current staff, till the end of May. PSALMS will continue to run, but with a smaller staff ,In the Beacon area the following will be continuing and be led by Ben White:
  *   Virtual Club Pulse every Monday (5:30-6:30pm)
  *   Bible Study every Weds (10:30am)
  *   Daily Challenges
  *   Mentoring (Only be Volunteers and PSALMS Ministers still working)
  *   Occasional Area-wide events such as Quizzes and Fb live questions
  Ben White will also be available to contact if any problems, questions arise  ben.white@psalms.uk.net
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Foodbank is continuing to provide food and supplies to those in need. For the time being we would advise that all food donations go through the supermarkets. This will minimise the risks for those giving, for volunteers who transport food  and also lessen the load on our warehouse volunteers. We are currently in a healthy position, so please don’t feel any obligation to give financially at this time. Please pray for our trustees, staff and volunteers, for good health, clear thinking and unity as we continue on.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Contacts 
Rector:     Revd. Janet Turville   Tel:01452 245526    Email: janetbeacon6@gmail.com   Associate Priest: Revd. Andrew Leach Tel: 07564 448692 Email: ajpleach@gmail.com
Benefice Office: - Currently closed due to lockdown regulations
Website:  www.beaconbenefice.org.uk
Information for next week’s Beacon Light Online to ajpleach@gmail.com by Tuesday 5pm at the latest, please.

