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…linking the Beacon Parishes during the lockdown
Sunday 3rd May 2020 -    4th Sunday  of Easter
All public worship is 
suspended and due to government lockdown regulations  our churches  remain locked for the time being.
Bishop Robert sends his love and greetings to the Beacon Benefice on behalf of the Bishops and Archdeacons and assures us of their prayers as we navigate the coming weeks.
Rector’s Voice
As I awoke this morning it was to the pitter patter of raindrops on the window. A welcome sound for gardeners and farmers I am sure but likely to lower spirits after the beautiful sunshine we have been enjoying for most of the 5 weeks we have been in ‘lockdown’. One of the overwhelming messages that has come as I have rung around to ask how you all are doing (and if I have not got to you yet I’m sorry) is that we are so lucky to live in such a beautiful place.

We are indeed very fortunate and I give thanks to God everyday as I take my daily exercise walking along the lanes of Painswick. I also pray for all those who are isolated in blocks of flats with no outside space, especially those with young children. Life has become so different and difficult for so many.

As I said at the beginning gardens and farms need the water that this rainfall has brought, and we need the water of the spirit. I wonder where you are finding it during these strange times. We list below a number of options for TV, radio and online services and a new option was launched this week - Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The national line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044.
Readings for the 4th Sunday of Easter
Collect:
Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father.
Psalm 23
The Divine Shepherd
A Psalm of David.
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
   He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
   he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
   for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
   I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
   your rod and your staff—
   they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
   in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
   my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
   all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
   my whole life long.

The Gospel according to John 10.1-10



‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Very familiar readings today- reminding us that we are never alone Jesus the Good Shepherd walks with us through all dangers and difficulties.
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Where have you been aware of him in last few week accompanying you?
What difficulties do you need to ask his help for?
Who do you need to pray for that they may know God’s closeness at this time?

 Joining in Worship

 
Opportunities to share in worship on Sunday morning :
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
Radio 4 8.10am Sunday Worship
BBC1  10.45am Sunday Worship
BBC1  1.15pm   Songs of Praise 
Daily, across our parishes, you may wish to continue our time of prayer together at 6.30pm by lighting a candle, saying the Lord’s Prayer and praying for all those who are in need especially those affected by Covid19. 
Weekly on a Thursday morning at 9.30am a small group from Sheepscombe continue to meet at a distance by praying a form of Morning Prayer in their homes. If you would like to join them and would like a copy of the service sheet please email Margaret Todd matodd2016@gmail.com
On line and other resources to join in Morning Prayer etc:
Daily Hope 0800 804 8044.
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsBelvedere/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/greenwaychurches/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
Weekdays: 9.45am Daily Service - Radio 4 (Long Wave)
                  3.30pm Wednesday Choral Evensong - Radio 3
Beacon People 
· Our prayers are asked for all who are sick, especially  Ursula Daws, William Daws, Gina Griffiths, Andrea Linsell, George Martin, Peter Minall , Ken Morgan, Michael and Jean Ward. 
· At this time we pray for all suffering with coronovirus and those who are treating them, remembering especially all from our churches and villages who work in the NHS and in care homes. Pray also for all those people, whether they are relatives or friends, who care for the sick and disabled in their own homes. 
· Pray for all who are living through this lockdown in circumstances less fortunate than ours – those who have no gardens and families in small flats; those who have no home.
· We also remember before God all who have died recently, especially Marjorie Bettley, as well as all whose anniversaries of death fall at this time.  
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Sources of help during the lockdown:
St. Mary’s Pastoral Link system: Anyone who is self-isolating or unable to get out, we can help you by getting shopping, prescriptions etc.  Please contact Delyth Allen (St. Mary’s Pastoral Link Coordinator) on 813182 or 07854262517 or email  delyth_allen@hotmail.co.uk
Painswick COVID-19 Community Support: If you need support, please contact 07956 203087 or painswick.covid19@gmail.com
Notices
Building a vibrant virtual Christian Aid Week 

In the space of just a few months, the coronavirus pandemic has caused a seismic shift in society. The outbreak has affected all spheres of life. It has brought suffering and uncertainty for so many, both here and overseas. As individuals, families, communities and organisations, the crisis continues to have a significant impact on how we go about our daily business. We have all had to adapt to new ways of living.  

Christian Aid has  been thinking creatively how best to ensure it can continue standing together with the most vulnerable and marginalised people during this time of global crisis. This is particularly important as Christian Aid Week 2020 approaches. Each year, Christian Aid Week brings together tens of thousands of committed volunteers across Britain and Ireland to raise funds millions in support of people living in poverty, injustice and inequality across the world. Now, more so than ever, Christian Aid Week provides an important opportunity to celebrate and share the life-saving work that brings hope to people the world over.

 Not surprisingly, the Covid-19 situation has meant that much of the usual fundraising cannot go ahead for Christian Aid Week 2020 (10-16 May). Christian Aid values its volunteers enormously and wants to ensure people’s safety when fundraising. With this in mind, the charity is building a vibrant, virtual Christian Aid Week to help people in Britain and Ireland show love for neighbours near and far, as a global family, in these challenging times. 

Christian Aid has developed a suite of creative new ideas, guides and resources, to inspire people to fundraise and connect with their community, creatively and virtually, while respecting social distancing measures. The resources include guides to help people run their own virtual event or fundraiser, organise a virtual quiz evening, and even hold a virtual church service using a range of specially prepared worship resources. 

Individuals will be able to sign up for unique events during Christian Aid Week itself from 10-16 May, such as a daily quiz and live stream worship events. Christian Aid will also be offering an ‘e-envelope’, offering a digital way for people to share the Christian Aid Week story with family and friends, and ask for a donation.  In this way Christian Aid hopes that its dedicated supporters will be able to continue their support, prayer, engagement and fundraising.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Any To Spare ? Jenny Cartwright-Taylor who is a baker, has turned her skills to making scrubs and laundry bags for the NHS but is running out of fabric.  She urgently needs a supply of polyester cotton material, washable at 60 degrees C which commonly can be pillowcases, sheets, duvet covers, lining or dressmaking fabric. Also on her wish list is polyester sewing thread and cotton drawstring cord (5mm) for trousers. If you have anything spare that you are able to donate she would be really grateful, and it means that her work can continue. We are setting up a collection point at Avonleigh in Hollyhock Lane but ask you please to contact us before coming on 01452 812600 to enable us to co-ordinate this properly. We can email directions if you are unsure where we are. Thankyou in anticipation. Chris and Mike Campbell.
 Contacts 
Rector:           Revd. Janet Turville   Tel:01452 245526    Email: janetbeacon6@gmail.com   Associate Priest: Revd. Andrew Leach    Tel: 07564 448692      Email: ajpleach@gmail.com
Benefice Office: - Currently closed due to lockdown regulations
Website:  www.beaconbenefice.org.uk
Information for next week’s Beacon Light Online to ajpleach@gmail.com by Tuesday 5pm at the latest, please.

