
                      Online
…linking the Beacon Parishes 

Sunday 7th February – 2nd Sunday before Lent

Our churches are currently closed for public worship during lockdown

10.30am      Beacon Benefice Morning Prayer (by zoom)

Not-the-Rector

All  our  Bible  readings  this  Sunday  focus  on  the  wonder  of  creation.  We  are
reminded that the  world around us is a gift from God and that we are called to treat God’s
world with  reverence and generosity. Psalm 104 reminds us that  God’s power sustains
and renews all God’s creation. We  remember  also  that   God  Himself  says  that  His
creation is very good.  "He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together" we read
in today’s new Testament lesson from Colossians( 1.16–17). So if we neglect, abuse or
spoil the environment, we are damaging something that is precious to God. In Genesis
1.28 and 2.15, God specifically commanded humankind to  take care of both the living and
the non-living creation.  By caring for the earth properly, we enable it to be fruitful and to
play its intended role in giving glory to God. 

So what does this mean for us in practical terms?  It is increasingly clear that our
consumption of energy in the developed world is driving rapid climate change in the whole
world. It may not have much effect on us in the short term,  but the effects of more extreme
weather events will fall disproportionately on the  poor and the marginalised in third world
countries.  If we take caring for our global neighbour seriously, we need to consider the
impact of our lifestyles on them.

Perhaps  our  understandable  worries  about  the  pandemic  have taken  our  focus
away from concerns such as this, but here also we must do what we can to ensure that
there is equality in distribution of the vaccines to poorer as well as richer nations. We may
not be responsible for these decisions but we can lobby and influence those who do. This
is not difficult and indeed the same can be said of many of the practical things we can do
as part of our stewardship of God’s creation; such as walking rather than driving when we
can, changing to low-energy light bulbs, switching the TV off stand-by or insulating our
homes .

As well as telling others the Good News of Christ,   we can also model it by caring
for the world God has entrusted to us.

Revd. Andrew



Sunday Worship in the media

9.00am               Live worship on the Church of England website 

                             https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online  
10.15am             Gloucester Cathedral   Sunday Eucharist 
                       https://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/worship/services/services-live-stream/  

8.10am              Radio 4                            Sunday Worship

1.15pm              BBC1                               Songs of Praise

Readings 
Collect                             

Almighty God,
give us reverence for all creation

and respect for every person,
that we may mirror your likeness

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 104.25-35
Yonder is the sea, great and wide,

creeping things innumerable are there,
living things both small and great.

There go the ships,
and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.

These all look to you
to give them their food in due season;

when you give to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.

When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the ground.

May the glory of the LORD endure for ever;
may the LORD rejoice in his works—

who looks on the earth and it trembles,
who touches the mountains and they smoke.

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
 I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

May my meditation be pleasing to him,
 for I rejoice in the LORD.

Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
 and let the wicked be no more.

Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Praise the LORD!

https://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/worship/services/services-live-stream/
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


The Gospel according to  John 1.1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in  the beginning with  God.  All  things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and
the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord

What is our own responsibility in the stewardship of creation?

Are we prone to put to the back of our minds the impact of our actions on those we can't 
see, such as those in another part of the world or even future generations?

Living as we do in the First World with high standards of living are we always aware of the 
direct impact our  actions can have on those already living on the edge? 

Beacon People 

Our prayers are asked for all who are sick, especially   Andrea Linsell,  Frankie Marsh,
Rowland and Maggie Oxland.

 Hold in prayer all who are alone and frightened during this latest lockdown. Pray for all
those people, whether they are relatives or friends, who care for the sick and disabled in
their own homes,  for those undergoing cancer treatment at this time  and for all from our
churches and villages who work in the NHS and in care homes. Pray also for all who are
worried about the future at this uncertain time. 

We also remember before God all who have died recently, especially Michael Breeze, Pat
Daly  , Percy  Franklin, Patricia  Lisle and  Georgina  Sutton,  as  well  as  all  whose
anniversaries of death fall at this time.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord
And let light perpetual shine upon them



Notices
Following this from the Archbishops:
“In response to reaching the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID-19, the 
Archbishops invite all to call on God in Prayer. Starting on 1 February we invite you to 
set aside time every evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, this 
is a time when we need to love each other. Prayer is an expression of love.”
I invite you to join me each evening in lighting a candle and praying at 6pm. 
Prayers can be found at: https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Food-bank Drop Off -  Well,  you did it  again! Despite Covid and horrible weather you
came with your wonderful and very generous gifts of food and cleaning products totalling a
staggering 548.75kg of donations. In fact, since we started you have given nearly 1700kg
of tangible love to the areas of Gloucestershire served by Stroud District Foodbank. In
December alone 462 adults and children were supported by bags of food, an increase
month  on  month,  year  on  year.  Every  one  of  your  items went  with  your  kindness  to
someone who needed it.  So, what can we say except the most enormous thank you.
That's 462 people who did NOT have to go hungry.

Can  we  keep  asking?  The  next  drop  off  will  be  on  16th  February  10am-12noon  in
Stamages Lane car park and outside the church ( by the stocks). Suggested items are:
small  bags of sugar,  jam, peanut  butter,  chocolate spread, biscuits,  tinned fruit,  tinned
potatoes, UHT milk, washing detergent, any household cleaning products. But, as always,
any non-perishable items will be gladly received.

Laptop/iPad  Drop  Off  -  And,  whilst  we  were  there,  we  collected  an  astonishing  19
computers which were safely delivered to Archway School in Cashes Green. They were
absolutely bowled over. That's 19 more children who can learn from home from now on.
How wonderful to think of that. We will also be collecting lap tops and iPads again. Many
thanks.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PSALMS/OneLife Prayer Requests:  On the weekend PSALMS ran a Sports Quiz for
families,  we  saw  5  families  battle  it  out  for  the  prize  of  champions.  Tim,  one  of  our
ministers, shared a message about the importance of the 'crowd', specifically how a crowd
supports a team, and we as a crowd should support each other in this time. Give thanks
that the feedback has been encouraging.
Please be praying for one of our Ministers, Ben Fudge, who for some reason has been
unwell for the last 3 weeks. Please pray in power for the Holy Spirit to heal his physical
body and protect his mental health.
 PSALMS is continuing mentoring during this time, and so please be praying for those one
on one meet ups, whether on zoom or in person. Pray for the right questions to ask that
will open up the young people, as well as the right words to speak softly and sensitively
into their lives currently.
For  'exercise' this week Nathan will be dropping small cards and gifts to all the young
people we work with in this area, with a verse from the Bible encouraging them to go to
Christ in this time. Pray that the message of Jesus would touch their hearts as they receive
them, and the Holy  Spirit  would give  them a second wind to  keep persevering whilst
working from home .

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation


Sources of help :
St. Mary’s Pastoral Link system: Anyone who is self-isolating or unable to get out, we 
can help you by getting shopping, prescriptions etc.  Please contact Delyth Allen (St. 
Mary’s Pastoral Link Coordinator) on 813182 or 07854262517 or email 
delyth_allen@hotmail.co.uk

Painswick Community Support: The Painswick Covid-19 Community Support initiative 
set up in March will be providing ongoing community support for Painswick with the same 
telephone number but an updated e-mail address. If you need support, please contact 
07956 203087 or painswickcommunity@gmail.com

Cranham  Covid-19  Community  Response  Team:  The  initial  contact  for  Cranham
residents is: nigelrobincooper@gmail.com Tel: 07973 340227

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Weekday Worship

9.30am    Thursday  weekly      via Zoom from Sheepscombe                   Morning Prayer
If you would like to join in or would like a copy of the service sheet please email Karen
Riding kriding07@yahoo.co.uk.  

Weekday worship in the media
9.45am Daily Service - Radio 4 (Long Wave)

3.30pm Wednesday Choral Evensong - Radio 3

The Church of England website;
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the
Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044.

Contacts 

Rector:           Revd. Janet Turville   Tel:01452 245526 Email: janetbeacon6@gmail.com  

 Associate Priest: Revd. Andrew Leach   Tel: 07564 448692     Email: ajpleach@gmail.com

Website:    www.beaconbenefice.org.uk           
  
Information for the next Beacon Light Online to ajpleach@gmail.com by Tuesday  5pm at
the latest, please.

and Finally…
Seen in a pewsheet:    Next  Sunday Mrs.  Vinson will  be  the soloist  for  the morning
service.  The vicar will then speak on “It’s a Terrible Experience.”

.   ”
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