
                      Online
…linking the Beacon Parishes 

Sunday 18th April - 3rd Sunday of Easter 
9.30am                    Painswick                           Holy Communion
11.00am                  Edge                                   Holy Communion
11.00am                  Cranham                             Morning Worship
11.00am                  Sheepscombe                     Morning Worship

 Covid regulations state that indoor services should have plenty of ventilation, which
may mean that the church doors remain open throughout the service - please wear warm
clothing. To reserve seats for  Sunday services, please contact your churchwardens. For
St. Mary’s, please  email lychgateoffice@btinternet.com or phone Margaret Radway on
07896 430107 

Not-the-Rector
Your clergy have received a letter of encouragement from our Bishops  this

week and I thought it would be useful to share some extracts with you :

“  In  this  Easter  season we proclaim afresh,  in  the  midst  of  all  that  has and is
happening to us that “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning…. (Lamentations 3:22-23).  It is in this hope
and with this confidence that we look to what God will do among us ‘this new morning’.

It is in this light that our thoughts begin to turn to the coming months and what we
hope and expect will  be a gradual move out of lockdown.  In our parish contexts,  the
reopening of our buildings for public worship will be a delicate path to tread and we are
aware of a number of competing expectations that will  need to be navigated.  As your
bishops we want to offer our support, encouragement, guidance and understanding.  We
know we will need as a Church to be flexible and adaptable.  Much of what we decide will
need to be provisional and we hope this will give people courage to experiment and reflect.
 

First it is important to be clear that whatever our context for ministry we are not
simply going back to where we were before the pandemic.  This is a new morning.  It will
be really important that we take time to develop new and sustainable patterns of worship
within our communities for the future.  In many cases these will include a mix of in person
and digital worship…

...All this will take time and a willingness to explore what it means for us to be the
Church. There will inevitably be much discussion around gathered worship, yet we also
hope  that  there  will  be  an  ever-increasing  focus  on  how  our  worship  across  our
worshipping communities in parishes, schools, chaplaincies and different expressions of
church, gathers us in and sends us out as people of all ages and backgrounds, to live out
our faith among the people and places of our everyday lives.”

https://www.biblestudytools.com/lamentations/passage/?q=lamentations+3:22-23


It is clear from this message that we need to be open to new ideas and this applies
to us here in the Beacon Benefice as much as elsewhere. Hopefully we will  have the
clarity of vision to consider suggestions for change which will support our mission in these
times and the courage to try them out, remembering, as the Bishops remind us, that “the
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases “ and this is indeed for us “ a new morning”.

          Revd. Andrew

Readings 
Collect                                              Risen Christ,

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life

and fill us with your peace
to the glory of God the Father.

Psalm 4                      Answer me when I call, O God of my right!
                                          You gave me room when I was in distress.
                                        Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer.

How long, you people, shall my honour suffer shame?
How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?

But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself;
the Lord hears when I call to him.

When you are disturbed, do not sin;
ponder it on your beds, and be silent.

Offer right sacrifices,
and put your trust in the Lord.

There are many who say, ‘O that we might see some good!
Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!’

You have put gladness in my heart
more than when their grain and wine abound.

I will both lie down and sleep in peace;
for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.

The Gospel according to Luke 24.36b-48

Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with
you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said
to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my
hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have
flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to
them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took
it and ate in their presence.

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to
them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

This is the Gospel of the Lord



This morning’s Gospel ends with a charge: “You are witnesses of these things.” To
be a witness means to share with others your experience – and that is exactly the charge
with which we leave the Eucharist: “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” When we
participate in the Eucharist, we are encountering the risen Christ.  Like the disciples,  we
too are witnesses of these things, and it is as witnesses that we go forth into the world,
proclaiming the resurrected Christ. 

Sunday Worship in the media

9.00am               Live worship on the Church of England website 
                             https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online  
10.15am             Gloucester Cathedral   Sunday Eucharist 
                       https://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/worship/services/services-live-stream/  
8.10am              Radio 4                            Sunday Worship
1.15pm              BBC 1                               Songs of Praise

Beacon People 
Our prayers are asked for all who are sick, especially   Andrea Linsell,   Peggy Ward and
Jennifer Watts. Pray for all those people, whether they are relatives or friends, who care
for the sick and disabled in their own homes,   for those undergoing cancer treatment at
this time  and for all from our churches and villages who work in the NHS and in care
homes. We also remember before God all who have died recently, remembering in the
wider community, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, as well as all whose anniversaries
of death fall at this time.

Notices
Please come to Beacon Praise, Sunday 25th April, 11:00am at St Mary's. An informal
Service of worship, teaching, prayer and fellowship reaching out to the wider community.
All are welcome!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Following Janet’s notice last week about preferred timings for a zoom service of Evening
Prayer on the first Sunday of the month, I  have received no responses. If  you have a
preference, please let me know on ajpleach@gmail.com/07564448692 before 24 th April.
Janet suggests 4.30pm/5.30pm/6.30pm as the options and will make her own choice if
there is no clear preference.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Marah  has  continued  to  provide  meals  for  the  homeless  and  vulnerable  in  Stroud
throughout the pandemic. Lockdown restrictions meant that they had to switch to doing
this on a takeaway basis. However the demand has continued to rise and currently they
are providing up to 100 cooked meals three days a week. In Painswick we had to suspend
the collecting box at the back of St Mary’s but the small change collection continues and
any money we have been able to  send Marah has been very gratefully  received.  So
please continue to save your 5ps,2ps and 1ps and hand them to Frances Watson(812
071) or Alison Robinson (812086) who will willingly call to collect them if that is easier.
Even small amounts are very welcome and help enormously.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sources of help :
Cranham  Covid-19  Community  Response  Team:  The  initial  contact  for  Cranham
residents is: nigelrobincooper@gmail.com Tel: 07973 340227

mailto:nigelrobincooper@gmail.com
https://www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/worship/services/services-live-stream/
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


St. Mary’s Pastoral Link system: Anyone who is self-isolating or unable to get out, we 
can help you by getting shopping, prescriptions etc.  Please contact Delyth Allen (St. 
Mary’s Pastoral Link Coordinator) on 813182 or 07854262517 or email 
delyth_allen@hotmail.co.uk

Painswick Community Support: The Painswick Covid-19 Community Support initiative 
set up in March will be providing ongoing community support for Painswick with the same 
telephone number but an updated e-mail address. If you need support, please contact 
07956 203087 or painswickcommunity@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Weekday Worship
Each evening:
I invite you to join me  in lighting a candle and praying at 6pm. 
Prayers can be found at: https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation
Thursday  weekly :
9.30am    Morning Prayer via Zoom from Sheepscombe                     
If you would like to join in or would like a copy of the service sheet please email Karen
Riding kriding07@yahoo.co.uk.  
Weekday worship in the media
9.45am Daily Service - Radio 4 (Long Wave)
3.30pm Wednesday Choral Evensong - Radio 3

The Church of England website;
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the
Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044.

Services next Sunday 25thth April – 4th Sunday of Easter
9.30am       Harescombe         Holy Communion
10.00am     Pitchcombe          Celebration of Queen’s Birthday, St. George & Shakespeare
11.00am     Painswick              Beacon Praise
11.00am     Sheepscombe       Holy Communion
6.30pm       Cranham               Evening Worship
To reserve  seats  for    Sunday  services  ,please  contact  your  churchwardens.  For  St.
Mary’s, please  email lychgateoffice@btinternet.com or phone Margaret Radway on 07896
430107 

Contacts 
Rector:           Revd. Janet Turville   Tel:01452 245526 Email: janetbeacon6@gmail.com  

 Associate Priest: Revd. Andrew Leach   Tel: 07564 448692     Email: ajpleach@gmail.com

Website:    www.beaconbenefice.org.uk      
      Information for the next Beacon Light Online to ajpleach@gmail.com by Tuesday  5pm
at the latest, please.

and Finally… 
Seen in a pewsheet: “The peace-making meeting scheduled for today has been 
cancelled due to a conflict.”
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