
                      Online
…linking the Beacon Parishes 

Sunday  28th November - 1st Sunday of Advent

9.30am                           Pitchcombe                               Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00am                         Painswick                                  Beacon Praise
11.00 am                        Sheepscombe                           Holy Communion
6.30pm                           Cranham                                   Evening Worship
                          

As covid infections continue to rise again, please  protect yourself,  and everyone around
you by wearing a face mask  in church if you are able to and make use of the hand
sanitiser provided as you enter.   Face coverings can  reduce the risk of unknowingly
spreading the virus to others.  Thank you for making the effort  to wear your mask and
protect other people in our churches.

A Message from Bishop Rachel
As Advent begins on Sunday, we are very aware of the theme of things that are

hidden in darkness being brought into the light. Gender violence is one such thing.

1 in 3 women worldwide have experienced domestic or sexual abuse, and this week
the 16  Days  of  Activism against  Gender-Based  Violence begins.  It  is  an  international
campaign that takes place every year beginning on 25 November (International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women) and finishing on 10 December (Human Rights
Day). Yet, this is not an issue about people who live hundreds of miles away. In the UK two
women are murdered every week by an existing or former male partner; and this year the
murders of Nicole Smallman, Bibaa Henry, Sarah Everard and Sabina Nessa have led to a
more public recognition of the abhorrent existence of violence against women and girls in
our own country and communities (and in highlighting the abuse of girls and women I am
not denying gender abuse and violence experienced by men and boys).

In the first part of this year, I was privileged to play my part in the House of Lords to
scrutinise legislation and see the coming into being of the Domestic Abuse Act. There are
amendments we did not achieve but we have made huge progress.

Domestic abuse whether physical,  mental  or emotional  is a reality across every
sphere  of  life  –  and  sadly  this  includes  people  within  our  church  communities.  I  am
sometimes shocked by the failure in the Church to recognise and challenge it  and for
worshipping communities to be intentional  about  naming it  and being places of safety
where people can share their stories and find support.



In 2014 General Synod, passed a resolution, “That this Synod, believes all people
are made in the image of God and that all forms of violence based on gender represent an
abuse and violation of that image..’ A number of commitments were made[1] but more
action and intention is needed to make them a reality.

All  this  resonates strongly with  our diocesan LIFE Together and our  spotlight on
combating injustice in our desire to be advocates for flourishing.

It  is  a  privilege  for  me  to  be  an  Ambassador  for  the  charity  ‘Restored’  and
their resources for worshipping communities are superb as are the resources produced by
Mothers Union for the 16 days around their campaign ‘No more 1 in 3’

I know that engaging now with these resources will not be for everyone – I want
people to be realistic about their capacity as we live this next season. However, we can all
be asking how issues of domestic abuse and gender violence are named in our contexts
and our ongoing commitment together to share the transforming Gospel of Jesus Christ so
that  people  may  know  life  in  all  its  fullness.  How  is  the  language  we  use,  and  the
behaviour we encourage, and the way we use scripture, enabling us to shape a culture
which recognises the reality of domestic abuse and gender-based violence so that it is
brought into the light?

On Saturday (27 November) I will be outside our cathedral in Gloucester with
some members of the Mothers Union to observe a 3-minute silence beginning at 1.03
pm and everyone is invited to join us in solidarity, whether being present at the cathedral
or observing the silence prayerfully at home or with other people locally.

Finally, as I write about silence, solidarity and prayer, Bishop Robert and I urge you
to also look at the message from Bishop Sadock in the Diocese of Western Tanganyika.
The news of the drought reached us yesterday, and this too is about our commitment to be
advocates  for  flourishing  which  includes  combating  injustice  and  environmental
destruction. This is a reality for our sisters and brothers in Tanzania. Let us join with them
in prayer.

This comes as ever with my thanks and prayers,

 

 

 

Readings 

Collect                                      
      Almighty God,

as your kingdom dawns,

turn us from the darkness of sin to the  light of holiness,

that we may be ready to meet you

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

https://www.mothersunion.org/global-day-2021
https://www.restored-uk.org/shop/ending-domestic-abuse-pack-churches/
http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/vision/#spotlight
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/bishop-rachel-signature.png


Psalm 25.1-9

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust;

 do not let me be put to shame;
 do not let my enemies exult over me.

Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
 let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
 teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
 for you are the God of my salvation;

 for you I wait all day long.

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
 for they have been from of old.

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
 according to your steadfast love remember me,

 for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!

Good and upright is the LORD;
 therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

He leads the humble in what is right,
 and teaches the humble his way

 The Gospel according to Luke 21.25-36

‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.’

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 
like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’

                               This is the Gospel of the Lord



This passage is not about living in fear but rather about standing in our truth as Christians.
Jesus’ instructions are not to spend time worrying and preparing for this coming, but rather
to “stand up and raise your heads” when these things come to pass.

•Are we ready to stand strong in our faith? Why or why not?
•“Heaven and Earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” How can we 
hold more firmly to the everlasting words of Jesus and let go of the things that will 
pass away?

Beacon People 

Our  prayers  are  asked  for  all  who  are  sick,  especially    Richard  Garrett,  Frauke
Hankamer,  Andrea Linsell,   and Jenipher Pritchard. Pray for all those people, whether
they are relatives or friends, who care for the sick and disabled in their own homes and  for
those undergoing cancer treatment at this time.  We pray  also for all the charities which
this benefice supports, including Christian Aid, Marah,  Sportily  , Stroud Citizens Advice,
Stroud Foodbank and The Vine Project and  all from our churches and villages who work
in the NHS and in care homes. We also remember before God all who have died recently,
especially    Teresa Bodenham,  as well as all whose anniversaries of death fall at this
time. 

Notices

Beacon  Praise  Service  for  Advent starting  at  11am  this Sunday  28th  November!
-  preparing  for  the  coming  of  the  Saviour  with  worship,  scripture,  prayer  and  praise
- Everyone is welcome! Please come and join us! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News from Sportily:  We had a fantastic morning at the Croft School doing an ACTIVE
Prayer Space. We had 81 children come along and engage with prayer. The morning was
ably supported by members from the local church and they did a fantastic job.

Please pray for the applicants for Nathan’s job in this area, which are starting to come in.
The closing date for applications is the 5th Dec and interviews on the 16th Dec. Please
pray  that the right people would apply.
Please pray for Multi Sports in Cranham this week, that the group would start to soften to
the  gospel  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit  would  move  in  and  spark  growth  in  the  group.
3.  pray for the upcoming events we are doing on Mondays, with a trip out to Ninja Warrior
(No injuries please), a night of serving the local community by giving out gifts and then the
Christmas Quiz on the 16th.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

1 Week to go! The Door's 30th Anniversary Celebration . There's just one week to go
until The Door's Annual Awards Night and we can't wait to have you with us to Celebrate.
You are invited to join us at the Stroud Subscription Rooms on Tuesday 30th November
6.45 for 7pm for an evening to remember. Looking back at the last year of life at The Door
as well as celebrating our 30th Anniversary.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



Sources of help :

Cranham  Covid-19  Community  Response  Team:  The  initial  contact  for  Cranham
residents is: nigelrobincooper@gmail.com Tel: 07973 340227
St. Mary’s Pastoral Link system: Anyone who is self-isolating or unable to get out, we 
can help you by getting shopping, prescriptions etc.  Please contact Delyth Allen (St. 
Mary’s Pastoral Link Coordinator) on 813182 or 07854262517 or email 
delyth_allen@hotmail.co.uk

Painswick Community Support: The Painswick Covid-19 Community Support initiative 
set up in March will be providing ongoing community support for Painswick with the same 
telephone number but an updated e-mail address. If you need support, please contact 
07956 203087 or painswickcommunity@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Weekday Worship

Thursday  weekly : 9.30am    Morning Prayer via Zoom from Sheepscombe                     
If you would like to join in or would like a copy of the service sheet please email Karen
Riding kriding07@yahoo.co.uk.  

1st Wednesday of each month:    10.30am  Holy Communion at Richmond Village
3rd Tuesday of each month:         11.00am  Holy Communion at Resthaven

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Services next Sunday  5th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent

9.30am                           Painswick                                  Holy Communion 
11.00am                         Cranham                                   Holy Communion
2.00pm                           Painswick                                  Holy Baptism
4.00pm                           Edge Village Hall                       Christingle Service

                       

            

Contacts 
Rector:           Revd. Janet Turville   Tel:01452 245526 Email: janetbeacon6@gmail.com  

 Associate Priest: Revd. Andrew Leach   Tel: 07564 448692     Email: ajpleach@gmail.com

Website:    www.beaconbenefice.org.uk      
      Information for the next Beacon Light Online to ajpleach@gmail.com by Tuesday  5pm
at the latest, please.

and Finally…  

Seen in a pewsheet: “The choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys 
sinning to join them.  ”
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